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The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic 
required the club to cancel all in- 
person meetings for the duration of 
the emergency. In response, the Club 
began meeting electronically, using 
the zoom.us system. Invitations to 
each publicly available meeting will 
be sent out via our groups.io email 
reflector, making it even more impor- 
tant that you join this email group. 
See page 16 for details on Zoom. 
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September Program Via Zoom Teleconference 
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(KG6PHZ photo) 


KG6PHZ was licensed in February 2003 as a birthday 
present to himself. Charles got into solar energy systems 
because he got tired of going for ice while camping. He 
then turned solar energy into a hobby and enjoys helping 
anyone get started in it. 


This month’s meeting will be held virtually only, via our Zoom 
videoconferencing system. The meeting access ID and password 
will be distributed via groups.io email announcement. Our 
meeting will also be shown on the club ae ie amateur television 
repeater, which is live streamed at: http: ¢ ur 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 

P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

(925) 288-1730 

The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
(MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all material submitted by 


the membership provided such material is in good taste, relevant to | amateur 
radio and of interest to MDARC members, and provided space is available. 


President - Larry Bradley, KK6QPE 
Vice President - Ed Morales, KJ6K YT 


Secretary — Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Jason Colby, KJGVRC Treasurer - Cathi Walton, K2CJW 
Jeffrey Florczak, KNG6KLI Emergency Coordinator - Ron Bunch, W4FEK 
LCL GN) eA Steig LS LE Ls oe - Svein Dave Piersall, NoORB 
ie revor Hau, ave FierSall, 
Aaron Smith, KN6KOC Roger Hooten, W6UZ Mike Warren, W6MEW 


David Zinder, w7PMD Membership Chair — Roger Hooten, W6UZ 


mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 


If you hear these new members on the air, PACIFICON 2020 


please welcome them to our club. Chair: Julie Mah, WJ8MAE 
Registration: Debbie Deeble, KN6DOM 
Treasurer: Jim Siemons, W6LK 

— Roger Hooten, W6UZ 


Secretary: Cathi Walton, K2CJW 


COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS 


Annual Auction - Jim Siemons, W6LK 
Communications Trailer - Mike Warren, WOMEW 
Communications Van MDARC-1 - Jim Tittle, K6SOE 
Digital Media - Mike Patterson, N6JGA 
Education & Training - John Primus, AF6RJ 
am mazon S | ] i | ile Field Day - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
#) You shop. Amazon gives. Good & Welfare - Diana Sage, KA6TZU 
- - u Holiday Dinner - Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 
at Amazon dot con License Testing - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Outreach - Dick Wade, WM6G 
Public Service - Klaus Berkner, K6KHB 
Radio Equipment Lending - Brent Morgan, AF6HQ 
Refreshments - Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 
Repeater Trustee W6LGW - Dick Brown, KT6X 
Repeater Trustee W6CX - Jim Tittle, KOSOE 
Scholarship - Janice Fujii, KG6VTD 
Technical Committee - Jim Siemons, W6LK 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE CLUB Vs Cartion Nawter 
E-MAIL GROUP AND SHARE INFORMATION 


Editor - Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA 
n4dla_cs245 @ yahoo.com 


: Proofreader - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
https://groups.io/g/MDARC Printing & Distribution - Roger Hooten, W6UZ 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 
(the Yahoo group was abolished) Fred Coe, WB6ASU __ wb6asu@icloud.com 


WITH THE MEMBERSHIP AT: 
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President’s Message 


September 2020 
MDARC Family 


When it’s hot, it’s hot! Sound familiar? This is the same beginning for the President’s Message in 
August. And you know what? It is still true for this Labor Day weekend. Of course by the time you read 
this month’s CARRIER it will be “old news and old weather.” Hopefully, the temperature will have 
become much more pleasant and we no longer seem to be wanting to rival those in Death Valley 
National Park. As an aside, if you get the chance and during cooler temperatures, plan to visit Death 
Valley National Park which is the largest national park in the contiguous United States. There is lots to do 
and see for those who love the outdoors and full of interesting history. Maybe even make a ham radio 
contact from Badwater Basin, the second-lowest point in the Western Hemisphere at 282 feet below sea 
level. Don’t worry, apart from occasional flash floods, major flooding would be unlikely. 


Ye Olde Ham Shack! Sure, | bet you are tired about hearing about my ham shack, but | couldn’t resist 
mentioning about the newly installed window in the door. Certainly not a carpentry marvel and | don’t 
pretend to be anything like a skilled carpenter, but | had an odd piece of 
window glass that was just beckoning for me to do something with it. You’ve 
probably been there yourself. Maybe not with glass, but with other things that 
you either found, bought, salvaged, or inherited that you knew that someday 
you'd have a use for it. Such was the situation with this glass. I’d been 
thinking about adding a window to this door for a long time, but my lack of 
construction skills had always kicked in and the project got put off. But after 
viewing a few YouTube videos and reaching that oh-what-the hell moment, | 
was game to give it atry. 


So why the window? Certainly, it added more light into my ham shack, but if 
that were really the primary motivation, | would have installed a much larger 
window. No, the main reasons were twofold: Provide a window for my wife to 
see if | was inside (safety maybe or dinner); make the ham shack appear less like a “hermit’s cave” and 
more inviting. When you think about it, amateur radio is largely a “private affair” performed in our 
personal sequestered locations. As | have said before and will continue to say it: Field Day, emergency 
response and public service is about the only time the public really sees us. And even more important, 
these are about the only times where the public sees the benefit. 


And the dog door? No ham shack is complete without allowing your dog(s) entry into your inner 
sanctum to provide abounding energy (bark, bark) or relaxed indifference (snore). 


Fee increase!? Likely we’ve all heard the news about the FCC proposal contained in a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking in MD Docket 20-270 to increase amateur radio licensing fees to $50. | recommend reading 


the article ARRL published in their September 3 Letter to become more informed on this proposal. 


http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2020-09-03#toc01 
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This item will be discussed at the 09/14/20 MDARC Board Meeting with consideration for the Club’s 
response. In the meantime, | suggest following the notifications posted by ARRL, especially their 
forthcoming opposition comments and consider submitting your own comments. 


FCC Application Fee Proposal Proceeding is Open for 
Comments 


09/03/2020 


Comments are being accepted on the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in 
MD Docket 20-270, which proposes application fees for radio amateurs. Formal 
deadlines for comments and reply comments will be determined once 

the NPRM appears in the Federal Register. Comments may be filed now, however, 
by using the FCC’s Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS), posting to MD 
Docket No. 20-270. The docket is already open for accepting comments, even 
though deadlines have not yet been set. 


Public Service: The COVID 19 pandemic has certainly thrown a monkey wrench in our participation in 
public service events and even this week I’ve had emails from two served clients who had hoped that 
things would have improved who decided to cancel their events. | think 2020 will be known as the “nada 
year” for us to serve these organizations. One of the consequences is not being readily able to keep our 
“on the air” skills sharp. Therefore, you may wish to consider participating in the North Bay 2-Meter 
Critical Mass held at 1030 hours on the third Sunday of each month. Here is a link if you want more 
information: 


http://2metercriticalmass.com/northbay-2mcm/ 


Below is the 09/02 email from Rob Rowlands, NZ6J who will be leading this months North Bay 2-Meter 
Critical Mass. | suggest if you have an interest, then email Rob. rob@kangchenjunga.org 

Please not that these meeting are held using Zoom so they are more instructional in nature than on-the- 
air training, but still relevant for public service. 


Our September critical mass will be delivered via Zoom on September 20. 
Our topics this month include: 

1. Avoiding stuck mikes 

2. Accessing ham resources online 

3. Ashameless plug for joining ARRL! 

4, Walkthrough of the new “On the Air” magazine for new hams. 


Members can download for free. You can download a sample copy if you’re not a member at 
arrl.org. http://www.arrl.org/ota-sample 


| will send another email with zoom credentials the week prior. 
733 


Rob. NZ6J 
rob@kangchenjunga.org 
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License courses: As mentioned in August, our Club launched a nine-week General Class Licensing 
Course using Zoom teleconferencing. When the Carrier is published, we will have completed Session 7 
in our nine-part instructional series. We’ve been averaging over 25 students and 13 Elmers for each 
session and what is even better...they keep coming back each week! 


Discussion Leaders: Brian Lotter, KM6NGS; David Piersall, NGORB; Dick Wade, 
WM6G; Jim Blodgett, KI6JB; Larry Loomer, KIG6LNB; Lauren Styles, WA6CIE; Michelle 
Paquette, AA6MP 

Staff: Michael Warren, W6MEW; Rich Lueck, K6REL 

Elmers: Bruce Alcorn, KK6SQM; Cal Vasquez, K6VT; John Kearney, KM6ZIT; Pete 
Harris, KE6ZIW; Trevor Hall, WA6JAU, plus Discussion Leaders 


Election time! Unless you are living on another planet, you are certainly aware 
that we have national and state elections this November. Just in case you are 
uncertain, check out this link: https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ 


MDARC also will be holding our annual Election of officers and you can check this WOT E 


link to our Bylaws for the nitty gritty of our election process. 
http://www.mdarc.org/about-us/official-documents/bylaws 


With the appointment of the Election Committee, it is now possible for members to submit nominations 
to them. This is your opportunity to nominate somebody to move the Club forward in a direction you 
wish it to take, or to even nominate yourself in order to become more involved with Club leadership as 
we navigate the future. 


Expect the Election Committee to notify you as to which positions will be on the ballot. 


2020 Election Committee members 


| Member Position Contact email 


Dave Piersall N6GORB Director at Large dfp@pacbell.net 


Dick Wade WM6G Outreach Coordinator dickwade146 @gmail.com 


Pete Harris KE6ZIW Former Public Service Chairperson; | Pharris125@comcast.net 
Ham of the Year recipient: 2003, 
2007 


September 18" : Pre-meeting and General Membership Meeting: Please mark your calendar and plan 
to join us for our virtual gathering. We kick things off with our pre-meeting to chat with one another and 
to participate in discussions on a topic of interest. 
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The pre-meeting will then be followed by a short business meeting and then we will make way for our 
evening speaker, our very own Charles Henry, KG6PHZ who will speaking on Solar Power and Storage. 
This is an opportunity to learn how to put the sun “to work” and how we can “capture” that energy. 
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Want to come to the “party”......as in General Membership Meeting? You will need an email 
invitation from Zoom and these are only available through our Groups.io email reflector. If you are not 
on this reflector then check out this link for the simple steps to make it happen. 
http://www.mdarc.org/about-us/communicating-with-you#groups 


Then once you are on that reflector, then expect to see an invitation from me for a Zoom 
meeting. Zoom is easy to use and has a rather easy learning curve and the MDARC.org website has 
useful information for getting you started. 
http://www.mdarc.org/about-us/zoom-guidelines 


These hams are there to represent you, so do not hesitate to voice your comments and 
concerns to them and they will convey them to the rest of the Board. Making the club better and 
responding to your needs is among of their responsibilities. 


Dave Piersall, NGORB; Mike Warren, W6MEW; Roger Hooten, W6UZ; and Trevor Hall, WA6JAU. 


New to Zoom meetings? Not to worry because we have all the information you need in our 
www.MDARC.org website, so please take a look at the “Communicating With You” and “Zoom 
Guidelines” articles by clicking on the link to the left of this COVID-19 Note. You are also encouraged to 
join the email reflector on Groups.io because that is currently the only way of sending you an invitation 
to join a Zoom meeting. There is a link in “Communicating With You” that explains how easy it is to join, 
but if you need help, please contact Mike N6JGA who would be happy to assist you. 


Prefer not to use the video option in the Zoom meeting? That is fine and you can join us by just 
using the audio, but we would love to see your face. 
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James Clerk Maxwell 


AZ QUOTES 


Want to learn more? See https://www.vyoutube.com/watch?v=v400cJ7rfSE 


“The greatest motivational act one person can do for another is to listen.” Roy E. Moody 
Stay safe, 73 Larry Bradley KK6QPE 09/06/20 
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NOMINATIONS FOR 2021 CLUB 
OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


The fall MDARC election season for officers and board members is here. The 
Election Committee is looking for nominations for the election of the 2021 
MDARC Officers and Board. Here are the positions that are in need of 
nominations for 2021. 


President. (1-year term) 

Vice President (1-year term) 
Secretary (1-year term) 

Treasurer (1-year term) 

Emergency Coordinator (1-year term) 
Director at Large (2-year term) 
Director at Large (2-year term) 


Our President, Larry Bradley KK6QPE is completing his third year in office and has 
decided that it may be time for another member to step up and take up this very crucial 
position in our Club. Our Club Treasurer Cathi Walton K2CJW has served in that 
position for 5 years and she would like someone to take over as treasurer. Our Vice 
President, Ed Morales KJ6KYT has decided not to run for re-election. 


If you would like to serve and be involved in the direction and future of MDARC 
please nominate yourself for one of these open positions or talk with your friends and 
fellow Club members about serving. MDARC NEEDS YOU! 


Please submit nominations to any of the members of the Election Committee by 
October 8th or contact us if you have any questions. The MDARC Bylaws which can 
be found on our website at MDARC.ORG will give interested members more 
information on the duties and responsibilities of these important positions. 


Here is your opportunity to be part of the future of MDARC and we look forward to 
receiving several nominations for each position. 


Election Committee 

Dick Wade WM6G email dickwade146@ gmail.com 
Dave Piersall N6ORB email dfp @ pacbell.net 

Pete Harris KE6ZIW email pharris 125 @comcast.net 
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SB QST @ ARL SARLBO21 
ARLBO21 FCC Application Fee Proposal Proceeding is Open for 
Comments 


ZCZC AG21 

OST de W1AW 

ARRL Bulletin 21 ARLBO21 

From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT September 3, 2020 
To all radio amateurs 


SB QST ARL ARLBO21 


ARLBO21 FCC Application Fee Proposal Proceeding is Open for 
Comments 


Comments are being accepted on the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (NPRM) in MD Docket 20-270, which proposes 
application fees for radio amateurs. Formal deadlines for 
comments and reply comments will be determined once the NPRM 
appears in the Federal Register. 


Comments may be filed now, however, by using the FCC's 
Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS), located at, 
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings , and posting to MD Docket 
No. 20-270. The docket is already open for accepting com-— 
ments, even though deadlines have not yet been set. 


The NPRM can be found online in PDF format at, 
https:/ /docs:.. fé0.,gov/public/attachments/FCC-—Z2Z0—-116Al., 


NNNN 
/EX 
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Fae PIGS SAVED BY HAM! 


| A day in the life of a NapaCART Volunteer 
By Larry Loomer, KIGLNB 


Due to the Covid Pandemic, Hams who are volunteers at community events 
have had few (if any) opportunities to use their talents in this manner. However, 
I have kept busy volunteering my service as a ham in other ways. 


In response to the Napa area wildfires, local ranchers formed the Napa Community Animal Res- 
cue Team (NapaCART). As the name implies, NapaCART rescues and evacuates farm animals 
endangered by wildfires. The NapaCART team utilizes pickup trucks and horse trailers to move 
animals from their pastures to the NapaCART ranch, where multiple stalls are available to re- 
ceive the animals. 


By August 18th, 2020, (the day I volunteered with NapaCART) the Napa fires had been put out. 
Local ranchers were starting the process of returning livestock to their ranches and getting help 
to the animals that had been left behind. NapaCART received a call from a concerned rancher 
who had been unable to evacuate 5 pigs from his ranch when he left. The pigs had been alone 
for a week and he was concerned. We took on the mission. 


We were allowed to go beyond the Highway Patrol fire roadblock lines, since we were with Na- 
paCART; otherwise the roads were closed to general traffic. Due to the extensive damage to lo- 
cal utilities, phone service in burned out areas was unpredictable. Hams were invited to partici- 
pate as communicators with the teams of animal handlers. 


The fire was completely out in the area we accessed. The pig owner's ranch house was demol- 
ished from the fire, but the pigs’ pen had miraculously survived. I used my radio to communi- 
cate with net control that we had found the pigs. 


The pigs were desperately looking for water. Since pigs cannot sweat, they must cool them- 
selves by immersing in cool water or wet mud. As the temperatures soared, the poor pigs at- 
tempted to cool off in their water trough, tipping it over. In this manner they lost any water 
available to drink. They were critically dry when we arrived at their farm. Only one pig had 
sunburn on his back; and fortunately, there were no fire burns on any of them. One poor animal 
had a limp which was looked at. 


We spent the latter part of that afternoon watering and feeding the 5 pigs. We took two water 
tanks, one tank on each of two trucks, and two large bags of pig feed on a third truck. A 
neighbor came by while we were there and brought another bag of feed. 


Providing sustainable drinking water for the pigs required creativity. We found some plastic cyl- 
inders on the property, 18 inches deep and 12 inches in diameter, resembling the bottom half of 
five-gallon water jugs. We buried two of these cylinders into the ground so that the pigs could 
not tip them over. The cylinders were filled with water from the tanks on the two pickup 
trucks. Additional water was put into their mud wallow area so that they could cool themselves. 
I used my radio to communicate with net control that the pigs had been given the water and the 
feed that we had brought for them. — (continued on following page) 
age 


The pen fencing was strengthened and fortified so that the pigs would stay on the ranch and not 
wander off. Four 5-gallon bottles of water were left for whomever came by next to care for the 
pigs. We saved the lives of 5 pigs and this was a successful mission. I communicated with net 
control that we were finished with this assignment and were returning to base camp. 


The firefighters had done a great job of putting out the fire. There were no smoking embers any- 
where. We saw numerous white lines going down the blackened hillsides. These turned out to 
be tree trunks that were left by the firefighters to burn themselves out, and they had turned to 
white ash. They presented a stark contrast to the black hills. 


On our way out, I noticed numerous homes which had been spared the wrath of the fire. There 
were burned trees around them, and charred grass near them, but the houses, themselves were 
unscathed by the flames. The firefighters had done an outstanding job of preserving most of the 
houses which lay in the path of the fire. 


Travelling out of the area provided its own challenges. Reconstruction had already begun, and 
this meant large vehicles were coming into the area. We met a truck with a long bed trailer haul- 
ing replacement utility poles. The driver was masterfully negotiating the sharp curves on the 
two-lane road. Our lead truck got jammed in between the trailer and the dirt wall next to the 
road. He had to back out of the jam, so that the truck and trailer could proceed. The rest of us in 
the caravan parked off the road to allow the truck and trailer to pass. 


My last communication was to net control informing him that our team had returned to the 
CART compound, thus ending a rewarding and novel experience. In these strange times we are 
living through, there are still opportunities to make a significant contribution as a ham radio 
operator. 


= Henry 3KX linear amplifier (with a brand new 
3CX1200A final tube!) to our club for a future 
auction. THANK YOU STEVE !! 


(KEGFV photo 
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Raising Vioney for VIDARC 


By Rich Lueck, K6REL 


MDARC like other organizations, is constantly trying to raise money. This year, without 
Pacificon revenues, we need to look at other sources of funding. As you know, in the 
COVID-19 world we live in, that’s harder than ever. 


So here’s an easy funding source for MDARC plus a tax benefit for member donors. 
Perhaps you didn’t know MDARC is a partner of the Clayton Valley/Concord Sunrise and 
Lamorinda Rotary Clubs vehicle donation program www.Cars2ndChance.com - Cars2nd- 
Chance accepts donations with title running or not. Cars, boats, motorcycles, RV’s etc.... 


The Rotary program is run entirely by volunteers so the money raised goes to our charity 
501 c3 partners split 50/50. We don’t pay for annoying jingles on TV or radio commercials. 
Our admin costs ARE NOT 85% of the donations (leaving what’s left for recipients). 


A lot of people are discovering during shelter in place they have extra vehicles. Here’s how 
it works: First find the vehicles title paperwork. (You do have to own the vehicle even 
though you would like to donate the neighbor’s dead car that’s been on their front lawn for 
5 years.) >) 


Go to www.Cars2ndChance.com Enter your name and email address and click Next.... 
From the Orange drop down select MDARC then complete the vehicle information. Please 
fill in each field completely. The form is secure and we do not share your personal 
information. Upon receipt, we will process your form according to the order received. 
Please allow 2 to 3 business days for processing. Upon acceptance, we will contact you to 
arrange a convenient pick up time. There is no fee for towing your vehicle, running or not. 
This program is not just in the San Francisco Bay Area. 


Cars2ndChance contact number: 925-326-5868 
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NG6CC “FIELD DAY IN JULY” 


The following is a brief “After Ac- 

j tion Report” on military radio train- 
>) ing operations at “Forward Operating 

> al 7) Base COVID,” July 2020. Schedul- 


td 


Ae . = A 
H ie 1 - / 
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ing difficulties required delaying 
* from the June 2020 ARRL Field Day. 
No worries, no QRM. 


I operated from a shady clearing up 
in the Sierra Nevada mountains for 4 
© days while “social distancing” from 
nearly everyone else. The weather, 
chow and comms were great; Clear 
skies, no rain, temps between 32 and 
79, lots of high altitude sun. Stars 
galore. 


This is nearly 8 miles from the nearest pavement, ideal for getting “lost”. I had to deploy the VS- 
17 Signal Panel so my buddies could find me. No Grid, no Cell service, no WiFi, no Interwebs, no 
InstaGag, no Zoom, no Smart Phone Zombies, no Faceplant, (but lots of tweets..), no neighbors! A 
place to re-calibrate. 


The setup was a hasty campsite and a fairly simple equipment deployment this time. An AN/TRC- 
77 HF CW field set, an AN/GRC-9 and AN/VRC-7 mounted in my old truck, plus an AN/PRC- 
127ef VHF handy talkie. Available were mounted HF and VHF riceboxes for “liaison” back to the 
home HQ. The TRC-77 is a great field set for extended Ops like this. I ran the CW TRC-77 from 
its internal SLA batteries for 4 days without a need to recharge them but the little solar panel was 
at the ready. Worked mostly 7050 kc CW and some on 3550 kc in the early evenings with the J-45 
Knee Key. The antenna is the ever-reliable horizontal half wave 80/40 meter double-dipoles about 
45 feet up in the trees. Verticals/end-fed slant wires need not apply. 


The TRC-77 runs about 8 watts output, crystalled for 3550, 3560, 3985R, 7030, 7050, 7055 kc. 
With the low NVIS dipole it’s reliably good for local; out to a few hundred miles to my other 
buddies. With the dipole about half wave up (and clear of this canyon) I can work the east coast 
fairly regularly from The Bush. A great Recon setup! 


NVIS (Near Vertical Incidence Skywave) Ops was the intent: It worked well getting signal into/out 
of this deep canyon considering freqs and the time. Solar flux was barely 70 while here. 


— Submitted by Tim Simmons, N6CC More on Tim’s operations at http://www.n6cc.com 
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MDARC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 


Virtually via ZOOM August 3, 2020 


Attendees: Larry Bradley KK6QPE, Ed Morales KJ6KYT, Larry Loomer KI6LNB, Cathi Walton K2CJW, 
Ron Bunch W4FEK , David Piersall N6ORB, Mike Warren W6MEW, Marilyn Warren WOMEW-YL , 
Mike Patterson N6JGA, Trevor Hall WA6JAU, Roger Hooten W6UZ, Cal Vasquez K6VT, Jim Siemons 
WO6LK, Dick Wade WM6G,Terry Buxton KK6KGX, Dave Billeci WA6UHA, Mona Shepard KN6IJY, Bob 
White K6RWW, Jim Brunk N6BHX, Greg Estep KE6VTA, Rich Lueck K6REL 


6:58 PM: The virtual meeting was called to order by President Larry Bradley. Minutes of the last board 
meeting were approved. The President sent out the agenda prior to the meeting. The agenda was reviewed 
and approved. 


President: He feels that we will be using Zoom for the rest of the year. 


Vice President: He announced that he will not be running for Vice President next year for family reasons. 
He will continue to support the club and future vice presidents. It was recommended that there be a Speaker 
Committee (or similar) to support the vice president. 


Secretary: No report. 


Treasurer: The standard reportswere emailed to the board members. The Trinity Lutheran Church reported 
that our check was “lost” during the activities surrounding the sale of the facility. TLC reported that there 
was no need to reissue a replacement check. South Peak rent has gone up to $904 monthly. Rodie’s fee has 
gone up $3 to $115 per month. The account values are listed on the July Treasurer’s Report. 


Emergency Coordinator: Things are operating normally. There have been no real emergencies. 


Directors: Mike, WOMEW, reported that Larry, KI6LNB, donated the cost of an ICOM software disc and 
cable. Other directors: No report. 


Pacificon: They will meet on August 11in order to hear the report from the Virtual Convention 
Subcommittee. 


Digital Media: Jim Brunk N6BHX, has donated old membership directories to the MDARC archives. Mike 
N6JGA, is doing research to determine if there is a way to communicate with people in the Zoom’s Waiting 
Room feature. He is trying to add donation capability to the MDARC membership form. He got Google 
Analytics to work on the website around July 7. Ninety two nations have visited our website. Since Sunday, 
January 9, 2022, is the 75" anniversary of the MDARC founding, Mike, N6JGA suggests we plan some sort 
of activity to commemorate this event. 


Outreach: The phone activity has picked up a little bit. He is getting a stash of gear for the auction and is 
looking for storage availability from Jim, W6LK. 


Technical: There was a committee meeting on August | that lasted 4 hours. A new encoder and receiver 
have been installed on North Peak. Most of the East Bay clubs are involved with MESH. Help is required to 
install a new battery in MDARC 1. There was a NARCC meeting two Saturdays ago. It was their first 
virtual meeting. It worked out very well. NARCC.org minutes are on the front page of their website. 
NARCC doesn’t acknowledge digital transmissions on the 440 band. The MDARC repeater is nota DMR 
machine. W6MEW is a new control operator. 
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Field Day: Six Field Day logs were submitted by MDARC members to ARRL. 
License Testing: No report. 


Education and Training: There are 35 students to start the General Zoom class on August 4, 2020. 
Membership: There is no major report. We have one new member or one rejoining member per week. We 
have 333 paid members. 


Unfinished Business: 


1. Expected Expenses for 2020: The treasurer has heard from two people about their committee expenses 
for 2020. For 2020, we are expecting a surplus. The main concern is for the next 2021 fiscal year. Commit- 
tee chairs: Are there any changes for the rest of 2020? What are you anticipated income and expenses for 
2021. This should be considered as an early 2021 budget request. 


2. Membership Proposals: The cost of membership cards and directories was discussed. Roger, W6UZ, will 
chair a committee of three persons (his choice) to recommend what information should go into the directory. 
MOTION: MDARC Membership cards will be issued in .pdf format. Passed. The subcommittee under 
Roger, W6UZ will also review the membership pricing and report their recommendations to the Board. 
Incentives to join the club will be discussed at the next board meeting. 


3. Breakout meetings: The discussion centered around the logistics of holding Special Interest groups before 
the General Membership Meetings using the Zoom platform. Discussion of this topic will be continued in 
future Board Meeting. It was decided that before the next General Membership on 08/21/20 that the open 
discussion would be about digital modes. 

New Business: 

1. The board will relook at the content and structure of membership meetings to provide incentives for the 
members to attend the meetings. Suggestion: The meeting should have an introduction by the president, a 
presentation by the speaker, and have the business meeting after the speaker. This was tabled until the 
September meeting of the board. 


Adjournment: 9:26 PM 


Respectfully submitted, Larry Loomer, KI6LNB, MDARC Secretary 


waTional 


PREPAREDNESS 


MONTH 


Disasters Don't Plan Ahead. 
YOU CAN. 
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MDARC GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


Virtual Meeting held on Zoom August 21, 2020 


7:00 PM: The meeting was called to order by the President. The Pledge of Allegiance was not recited as will 
be current practice during our virtual meetings. 


The President indicated that we would continue to hold these meetings as virtual meetings while we comply 
with the guidelines from the Contra Costa County Public Health Department. There were approximately 45 
people attending the meeting. 


The President announced that the PACIFICON Committee has recommended to the Board that we should not 
hold a virtual PACIFICON. The Board will act on that recommendation at their September Board meeting 
and it is expected that the Board will accept their recommendation. 


There were no revisions to the July 2020 General Membership Meeting Minutes. 
The Vice President asked those present to contact him to recommend future speaker and topics. 
There was no report from the Secretary (absent-prior commitment). 


The Treasurer's July report showed the following: 
MDARC Checking/Savings Account $58K+ 
Equipment Self-Insurance Fund $57K+ 
PACIFICON balance $14K+ 
Total Account Balances $130K+ 
[Treasurer absent due to a prior commitment, presented by LarryB KK6QPE] 


There was no report from the Emergency Coordinator (absent-prior commitment). 
There were no Committee reports. 

There was no Unfinished or New Business discussed. 

7:15 PM: The meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, Larry Bradley KK6QPE President 


rw QSL CARD OF THE MONTH 
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Special Event Station N5B Celebrating Smokey Bear 70th Birthday, 
Operating Portable From Capitan Mountains In Lincoln County. Operators 
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Zoom Video Meeting Instructions 


Note: Zoom videoconference meeting access IDs and passwords will be distributed only through our MDARC 


Groups.io email reflector. They will not be posted on the club web site or other publicly available forums, in 
order to maintain needed security precautions. 


General Information: 


All meeting hosts and attendees are expected to review these guidelines prior to any Club meeting and abide by 
them throughout the meeting. 


Zoom has two kinds of events: Meetings and Webinars. 


Meetings: 


In Meetings, everyone can see and hear everyone else (unless an individual has been muted or stopped their 
video). Everyone can also share their screen (unless blocked by the host), for demonstrating something or 
showing a PowerPoint, as examples. 


Webinars: 


In Webinars, only the presenter(s) can be seen and heard. Questions and comments are normally handled by 
either submitting the question by typing it into the Question pop-up box or the Chat area; or using the “Raised 
Hand” icon, then asking your question when the host unmutes and acknowledges you. 


Webinars are an extra-cost feature in Zoom, so all Club events will be Meetings. This means every participant 
must be diligent about abiding by these guidelines, to minimize disruptions. 


Per our Bylaws, Article III, Section 5; Electronic Meetings; Item 6: 
(http://www.mdarc.org/about-us/official-documents/bylaws) 
“Electronic Meetings may be conducted at the discretion of the meeting’s chair. Nothing in this Section shall 
be construed as to require that any meeting of the Membership, Board of Directors or any committee be 


provided with the facilities for an Electronic Meeting, or that any attendee has the right to attend any meeting 
by electronic means.” 


If you have any questions about using Zoom, please let us know at info@mdarc.org or by 
calling 925-288-1730. 


For computers (Windows or Apple), download the “Zoom Client for Meetings”. 


For phones and tablets, scroll down and download the appropriate “Zoom Mobile App” 


* We recommend using a computer, rather than a phone or tablet, when possible. The screen is larger, the 
audio is usually better and the controls are easier to use. 


Once the app is installed, you can join a test meeting to test your system and your audio. 
See http://www.mdarc.org/about-us/zoom-guidelines/zoom-how-to 


(continued on following page) 
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Zoom Video Meeting Instructions (continued) 


* Be sure to review the “Attendee Controls in a Meeting” on Zoom’s web site. See our Zoom How-To page for 
the link. 


* Please attend via a video connection whenever possible. Although calling into a meeting by audio-only is 
allowed, it’s strongly discouraged. Attendees are at a substantial disadvantage when they can’t see the material 
being displayed on-screen. If you don’t have or don’t want to use a camera yourself, it’s possible to attend a 
video meeting while keeping your video image turned off. That way, you can at least see the material. This 
may somewhat restrict your ability to participate, however. 


* Tf you aren’t fully familiar with using Zoom, please see our Zoom How-To page. 


* Once in a meeting, check your name as it appears at the bottom of your image, or in the Participants List. 
Change it to one appropriate for the meeting, if needed. We suggest adding your call sign, for example. You 
can also make your name change permanent in your online profile. See our Zoom How-To page for instruc- 
tions. 


Video: 
* Test your camera before the meeting. 
Make sure you have the correct camera selected in your PC’s settings and that it’s working. 
* Use appropriate lighting (no bright windows or lights behind you; light your face well, etc.) 
* Do not use a camera angle that’s too low (e.g., many laptops on a table or desk). 
No one wants to stare up your nostrils the entire time. 
* Check your own image. Is this how you want to be seen? Is your face clear and well lighted? 
* Wear appropriate clothes (please no pajamas, bath towels, etc.). 
* Check the background of your image for anything you may not want others to see 
(junk in the corner, unmade beds, very personal items, etc.). 
* Do not use a Zoom virtual background unless your PC can handle it. 
Get a green screen if you really want a virtual background. 
Turning on Zoom’s virtual background feature without a green screen often messes 
with your image and distracts from the meeting. 
* Remember that, in Meetings, everyone can see you at all times. 
Temporarily stop your video if you must do anything you don’t want everyone to see. 


Audio: 
* Test your audio before the meeting. 
Make sure you have the correct microphone & speakers selected in your PC settings and that they’re working. 
Does your microphone sound good? Are you easily understood? If not, consider an external microphone. 
* Keep your mic muted unless you’re speaking. 
* Understand that if your audio is very poor, or if there are background noises, side conversations, etc.; 
the host may mute you. 


* Remember, you must click “Join with internet audio” to get into the meeting. You will be placed in the 
“Waiting Room” until the host admits you. Your audio, both your speakers and your mic, will be muted until 
the host admits you. Once in the meeting, your mic will remain muted until unmuted by you or the host. Un- 
fortunately, this is a necessary security measure. 
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IC-7300 TM-D710G FT-891 
HF Transceiver 2/440 Duatband HF+50 MHz All Mode Transceiver 


FIM-300DR 
C4FIM/FIM 144/430 MHz Dual Band 


IC-7100 
Alf Mode Transceiver 


10-5100A Deluxe TM-281A FIM-400XD 
VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver 2 Mir Mobile 2M/440 Mobile 


IC-705 TH-D74A FT-700R 
HF/50/144/430 MHz All Mode Transceiver 2M/220/440 HT C4FIM/FM 144/430 Xcvr 


® RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday 
® PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM- 5:30PM ® FAX - All store locations HR is family owned and 
® ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM ® MAIL - All store locations operated by active hams! 
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W6CX Nets 
M-F 5:42 am Morning Muster 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ 


M-F 6:10am Commuter Net 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 
Every Thursday 
Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net 147.060+ http://www.coco-races.org/meetings/nets/ 


6:35 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 
6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 


Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 


Tuesday 8:00pm Digital Practice Net 147.060+ 224.781- 
44],325+ 7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 


7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 


7:00 pm South County 147.480 Simplex 
Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.2 PL) 
or 147.735-- (107.2 PL) 
or 145.410-- (107.2 PL) 


Wednesday 7:00 pn SKYWARN Net 147.060+ 


Thursday 8:00 pm Amateur Television Net 147.060+ 


FM 147.060 MHz +/ PL 100Hz - 
Concord Auxiliary Radio Emergency Service (CARES) 


224.780 MHz-/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/ PL 100Hz Wednesday 8:00pm 147.405 Simplex 
EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 


https://www.broadcastify.com/listen/feed/25334 Digital Amateur Television Repeater 


D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz Digital ATV Output: 1244.500 
https://w6cx.dstargateway.org/ Digital ATV Inputs: 1292.500, 1273.0, 917.0, 430.0 


DATV Internet Stream: http://w6cxatv.mdarc.org/ eno EN Neate LON eee) 


September and October 2020 Club Calendar 
Friday September 18, 2020 6:00pm - VIRTUAL CLUB MEETING ! Watch on DATV Repeater or join via zoom.us 


Saturday October 3, 2020 8:00am - MDARC Technical Committee Meeting - VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 
Monday October 5, 2020 7:00pm - MDARC Board of Directors Meeting - VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 


Friday October 16, 2020 6:00pm - MDARC General Meeting - - VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 


